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inclusive community for our most vulnerable young women and men, 
making you worthy of emulation by all.

Brenda Burks-Herrmann
Retired, California Conservation Corps District Director for 
Monterey Bay and Fresno

Brenda Burks-Herrmann, recently retired, dedicated her forty-year career to the conser-
vation corps movement. She joined the California Conservation Corps (CCC) in 1978 as a 
corpsmember and worked her way up through being a crew supervisor, a project coordinator, 
and finally, the District Director for Monterey Bay and Freso. 

Holding the firm believe  that all corps programs benefit from collaboration with their 
counterparts across the state, Brenda began her collaboration with the SJCC+CS, approxi-
mately five years ago. What began with opportunities for back-country training for SJCC+CS 
corpsmembers, has grown into a close working relationship that focuses on improving the lives 
of youth.

Brenda believes that corps programs change lives. She says, “These programs open doors 
and give a vision to youth of what they are capable of that they may not have realized before 
the came to us. The corps is a place where they can fulfill their full potential – learning a strong 
work ethic, communication skills, and teamwork, skills upon which they can build any career 
and be competitive in the workforce.”

In her retirement, Brenda is back to school studying adaptive yoga for people with disabili-
ties, having lost her right leg in a motorcycle accident. She enjoys staying physically fit through 
walking, hiking, and yoga.

Greg Bringelson
Retired, Director, Santa Clara County Department of Parks and Recreation

Greg Bringelson dedicated over 25 years to developing and nurturing Santa Clara County’s 
trails and park system. He began work at the Santa Clara County Parks Department in 1991, 
and says he knew that he had found his calling. At that time, he continued his postgraduate 
education at West Valley College’s Park Management Program.

Greg grew up in San Jose and from a very early age enjoyed hiking and exploring parks 
in the Santa Clara Valley. After high school, he began working for the California Department 
of Food & Agriculture on the Medfly outbreak and subsequently in the Pest Detection unit. He 
recalls, “I was very fortunate to have had a supervisor who mentored me and helped me ma-
ture. I had my share of issues and he was very patient with me. This is something I carried with 
me throughout the remainder of my career – to always support young people and help them 
through the challenges and uncertainties they face.”

Over the years, Greg managed several projects in partnership with SJCC+CS. He says, 
“Without the San Jose Conservation Corps’ hard work, it would’ve been very difficult to com-
plete these projects.” He is most proud of the Coyote Lake Harvey Bear Ranch trail development 
project, which built 35 miles of new multi-use trails. The project received the California State 
Parks’ Merit Award for Trail development. Other memorable accomplishments were:  the John 
Nicholas trail at Sanborn County Park (which also received the state’s Merit Award for Trail De-
velopment), the Lisa Killough trail at Calero, and over 76 miles of new trails throughout Santa 
Clara County. 

Since retiring in 2017, Greg has been enjoying “a heck of a lot skiing,” as well as mountain 
biking, golfing, and hiking. 


